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Perran-ar-worthal
 Local History Group

“In search of St Piran”
This talk was given by Dr Garry Tregidga, Director of the Institute of Cornish Studies and a Bard of the Cornish Gorsedh, on Tues 21st February 2023. 
Garry started by introducing the controversy over the origins of St Piran. One version says that he was from Ireland (legend has it that he travelled over to Cornwall on a millstone …was he our first surfer?) Another says he came from Dumnonia (SW England) in the 5th century. There is  an association with the Perranporth area and the earliest Christian site in mainland Britain (some say 6th century others 9th century) based on the oratory at Perranzubuloe near where he is first supposed to have come ashore. There were many Pilgrimage routes across the Celtic nations; Brittany, Cornwall, Wales, Ireland and Scotland and the same saints names turn up in all these nations’ traditions, often with different spellings e.g. St Ciaran  and St Kieran both have Saints days on 5th March in Ireland and could be Piran as the K in Cornish becomes a P so Kieran becomes Piran. The ancient flag of Cornwall is similar to Breton (reverse colours) and to the old flag of Wales which again is evidence of the same ideas across the Celtic nations.
After the restoration of the diocese in 1876, Cornwall gained a new identity and St Piran became the dominant Saint and the Saint of the tinners. He is said to have ‘re-introduced’ methods of tin smelting.  He was commemorated in the new Catherdral in Truro and also in the Catholic church in Truro in 1885 as the first missionary to Cornwall
St Piran’s day was given as a miners’ holiday with holiday pay and a bonus for the workers so became a popular day off with festivals, drinking and the ‘Shout’ which has recently been revived and now takes place in may pubs at 9pm on St Piran’s Day 5th March.

image1.jpeg




